
4 FINANCIAL ACTION STEPS 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
•	 Cheaper, better, faster: Powerful information 

that can save you thousands in taxes and fees.

•	 Tips to help put you one step ahead in your 
retirement preparations.

•	 Critical mistakes many investors do not know 
about that cannot be corrected (and how you  
can avoid them).

TO TAKE NOW!

ENERGY SECTOR MELT DOWN

•	� HAVE YOU BEEN 
LAID OFF? 

• 	�WORRIED YOU 
MIGHT BE NEXT? 



“Since January, employers have announced 
57,556 layoffs as the industry fails to overcome 
profitability concerns due to oversupply.”  
— CNBC

“A prolonged period of weak oil prices is expected 
to result in additional energy sector job losses.”  
— Wall Street Journal

With oil prices experiencing historic volatility, the 
energy sector’s biggest employers, states like Texas, 
to Louisiana, to North Dakota, are poised to lay off 
thousands more workers. 

FAIL TO PREPARE. 
PLAN TO FAIL. 
IT’S THAT SIMPLE. 
Advanced preparation coupled with swift execution 
can protect your current and future lifestyle and 
give you confidence knowing that you’re prepared 
for the unexpected. 

In this special report, we’ll share with you four 
important steps to get you back on track.

Slash Your 
Investment Expenses

401(k)s and other workplace retirement accounts 
come with high administrative fees and expenses 
that can take a big bite out of your investment 
gains. Worse, many of these fees are hidden and go 
to the plan administrator and commissioned sales 

people who set up the investment program. 

If you are laid off, you should give strong 
consideration to rolling over your 401k plan into 
an IRA. IRAs have very transparent and simple 
fee structures that make it easy to know exactly 
what you’re paying for and why. Cut out the 
expensive administrative fees and the in house 
mutual funds with high expenses, and often poor 
performance, and you will leave more money in 
your pocket rather than that of the brokerage 
firms or insurance companies.

As fiduciaries to our clients, we have a legal duty 
to our clients of transparency and lack of self-
dealing. In short, like trustees, we have a duty to 
put your interest ahead of our interests, and that is 
the way it should be. As a result, our clients never 
pay any commissions. Thus, we eliminate the 
conflicts of interest that make many clients wary 
of accepting the advice of their stockbroker or 
insurance agent. The elimination of commissions 
also typically results in a significant reduction 
in a client’s investment expenses. We share an 
alignment of interests with our clients: If our 
clients make more, we make more. If they make 
less, we make less. We believe this allows us to 
offer truly independent and objective advice.
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Increase the Size of Your 
Investment Toolkit and Prosper

To save employer’s money, workplace retirement plans are often designed to 
offer limited investment options that may not be right for your financial situation. 

In contrast, rolling over your 401k plan into an IRAs provides you access 
to a huge number of different investments providing you much more 

diversification and opportunities to make money even in a challenging 
environment. “There is always a bull market somewhere” is the old Wall Street 

saying. However, it is typically not inside your 401k plan.
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Consider A Roth IRA 
Conversion 
If you have been laid off or are taking a cut in pay,  

you may want to consider the tax benefits of 
converting some or all of your pre-tax assets to 
a Roth IRA. Paying the taxes on the conversion 
now (at a lower income tax rate) will allow you 

to enjoy more tax-free income in retirement. Roth 
conversions are also reversible up to the following 

tax year, giving you 20/20 vision about how the conversion 
affects your personal bottom line.

DO YOU OWN 
COMPANY 
STOCK IN 
YOUR 401(K)? 
DO NOT 
MAKE THIS 
MISTAKE.

If you roll over company stock 

that has gained value over 

time, you could be taxed on the 

investment gains at your ordinary 

income tax rate, which could be 

over 40%! However, there is a 

special tax strategy — called Net 

Unrealized Appreciation — that 

may help you avoid a high tax bill 

if you make the right moves now. 

Call our office at 800-932-0017 

for a complimentary consultation 

to learn about your options and 

determine what steps you need to 

take right now.
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Take Control of Your 
Financial Life
Plummeting oil prices have resulted in the layoffs of 

tens of thousands of hard working Americans and 
counting. Though you can’t control the job market, 
you can use this opportunity to take back control of 

your financial life. 
One of the best arguments in favor of rolling over your 
old retirement plan is that it can help simplify your 

life. In our experience, investors tend to lose track of 
accounts that aren’t right in front of them. Life gets busy and failing to 
modify your investment strategies to make sure they keep up with your 
needs can undermine your long-term financial success. Putting your assets 
in one place can help ensure that your investment allocations are reviewed 
regularly and remain consistent with your financial goals. We also 
recommend using this opportunity to re-visit your financial strategies, 
update your personal risk profile, and make sure that you are adequately 
prepared for financial emergencies.

Why Work with a  
Financial Professional?
Moving your assets to an IRA can allow you to build a completely 
customized financial strategy that puts you and your financial goals first. 
One of the benefits of working with a firm like ours is the comfort of 
knowing that you have a team of experts continuously monitoring your 
investments and keeping you on track.

Investments are just one piece of your overall financial picture. As 
professionals, we take every aspect of your financial life into consideration 
when building customized strategies for your retirement. To take one 
example, many investors fail to consider how taxes will affect their 
investment returns. 

Research shows that tax-inefficient investing can shave as much as 2% 
from your investment returns each year.2 By not taking taxes into 
consideration, a hypothetical $150,000 portfolio could lose nearly 
$500,000 to taxes over 30 years.3 Tax-efficient investing strategies can 
help you keep more of your gains and lower your taxes each year.

We can also help you prepare for the future by running the numbers 
on your retirement savings, maximizing your Social Security claiming 
strategies, and developing sophisticated risk management techniques to 
reduce your overall financial risk.

WORRIED 
ABOUT YOUR 
FINANCIAL 
FUTURE?  
WE CAN 
HELP.

If you’re not sure where to start or 

aren’t confident in your ability to 

achieve your retirement savings 

goals, you’re not alone. Most 

Americans are worried about 

how to achieve a comfortable 

retirement in uncertain economic 

times. At Regatta Research 

& Money Management, we 

specialize in offering employees 

in the energy sector one-on-one 

guidance for all of life’s important 

financial transitions. We can help 

you understand your personal 

financial situation and show you 

exactly what you need to do to 
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Whether you’re leaving your job to pursue other opportunities or are on 
the wrong side of the economic downturn, the transition can be a stressful 
experience. Discussing your situation with a financial professional who 
specializes in working with energy executives like you can help you make the 

most of your options. 

RESERVE YOUR FREE FINANCIAL 
STRATEGY SESSION TODAY
In our complimentary session, we’ll take a look at your current financial situation  
and present you with strategies that make the most sense for you and your  
financial future. 

WE’LL TEACH YOU:

•	 How to negotiate the best settlement or compensation package.

•	 What you can do with company stock (that can save you thousands on your tax bill).

•	 The dangers of holding too much company stock (and what to do about them).

•	 Tax mistakes you can’t afford to make with your rollover.

•	 How to prevent job losses or money emergencies from derailing your financial future.

We developed this session format after helping hundreds of energy executives manage their 
finances during critical life transitions. Please be assured this consultation will not be a sales 
presentation in disguise; it consists of the best information our team can provide within 
the span of a single meeting and will focus entirely on you and your needs, without any sale 
recommendations.

We’ll also send you a free Peace of Mind Checklist that can help you prepare 
for financial emergencies and give you confidence knowing that you are 
protected from the unexpected.

To find out how you can implement 
these 4 financial action steps 
contact Eric at (504) 831-4636 
or eric@regattaresearch.com

What Should You Do Next?
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MEET ERIC 
GRESCHNER,

Regatta’s Founder and Houston 

based Wealth Manager. For his 

work in doing the right thing for 

his wealth management clients 

and promoting a higher standard 

of care for clients in the industry, 

Eric was featured in the recently 

released book, Transforming Wall 

Street: A Conscious 

Path for a New 

Future by author Kim 

Ann Curtin. He was 

recognized as one of 

the “Wall Street 50”, 

an accomplished list 

of industry giants 

that includes the 

founder of Vanguard 

John Bogle and 

legendary investor Jimmy Rogers 

who balance capitalism with 

conscience living. 



Footnotes, disclosures  
and sources:
Regatta Research & Money Management, LLC (RR&MM) is an SEC registered 
investment adviser with its principal place of business in the State of Louisiana. 
RR&MM is in compliance with the current notice filing requirements imposed upon 
SEC registered investment advisers by those states in which RR&MM maintains 
clients. RR&MM may only transact business in those states in which it is notice filed 
or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from notice filing requirements.

Opinions, estimates, forecasts and statements of financial market trends that are 
based on current market conditions constitute our judgment and are subject to 
change without notice. 

This material is for information purposes only and is not intended as an offer or 
solicitation with respect to the purchase or sale of any security.

Investing involves risk including the potential loss of principal. No investment 
strategy can guarantee a profit or protect against loss in periods of declining values.

Diversification cannot guarantee a profit or protect against loss in a declining 
market.

Opinions expressed are not intended as investment advice or to predict  
future performance.

Past performance does not guarantee future results.

Consult your financial professional before making any investment decision.

Opinions expressed are subject to change without notice and are not intended as 
investment advice or to predict future performance.

All information is believed to be from reliable sources; however, we make no 
representation as to its completeness or accuracy. Please consult your financial 
advisor for further information. 

These are the views of Platinum Advisor Marketing Strategies, LLC, and not 
necessarily those of the named representative, Broker dealer or Investment 
Advisor, and should not be construed as investment advice. Neither the named 
representative nor the named Broker dealer or Investment Advisor gives tax or legal 
advice. All information is believed to be from reliable sources; however, we make 
no representation as to its completeness or accuracy. Please consult your financial 
advisor for further information.

By clicking on these links, you will leave our server, as they are located on another 
server. We have not independently verified the information available through this 
link. The link is provided to you as a matter of interest. Please click on the links 
below to leave and proceed to the selected site.

1 http://fuelfix.com/blog/2015/01/20/halliburton-profits-up-13-6-percent/

2 �http://individual.troweprice.com/retail/pages/retail/applications/
investorMag/2014/march/take-note-cover-story/index.jsp

3 �Calculation assumes initial investment of $150,000, a 7% compound annual return 
over 30 years with a 2% loss to taxes, and no contributions or withdrawals. Example 
excludes the effects of interest, dividends, fees, or inflation.
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www.regattaresearch.com

New Orleans, LA
Phone: 504-831-4636

Fax: 504-831-8936
2121 N. Causeway Blvd 

Suite 257 
Metairie, LA 70001

Baton Rouge, LA
Phone: 225-291-2502

Fax: 225-291-7950
17425 Jefferson Hwy 

Suite C 
Baton Rouge, LA 70817

Houston, TX
Phone: 713.955.4636

Fax: 713.583.0021
1700 Post Oak Blvd 2 Blvd Place 

Suite 600 
Houston, TX 77056


